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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 
August 
  

14th Chapter Picnic Ride – meet at 10 AM in Decorah at Kwik Star, ride at  

       10:30 AM.  Chapter Photo stop at Waukon Harley Davidson. Ride concludes    

         at Quarry Lodge in Clermont with our monthly HOG meeting.  (12:30-1:00) 
 

 21st Ice Cream Ride - Meet at the Decorah Kwik Star at 10 AM, Ride at 10:30.       

 

September 

 

 3rd  Patriot Ride  
 

10th Toys for Tots – Nonchapter event– registration at Waukon Harley Davidson 

 

 

 

 
 

Road Adventures 

                           And other 

    Exciting Good Times                               

      August 2016  



 A Word from the Director   
  

Our riding season is more than half over so I hope you’re getting some riding time.  It’s hard to believe 

August is upon us.  My miles are way down this year but I’m about to remedy that over the next 3 

weeks.  Bernie, Doug, Al and I will be going on an adventure out west and up into Canada.  I am writing 

this early since I’m leaving July 23
rd

 and won’t be home until August 10
th

.  I plan on catching the 

Sturgis Rally on the way home.  I’ve already shipped my tent, sleeping bag etc. to the campground so I 

don’t have to pack it around for two weeks.  The trip is mostly unscripted, as pretty much all of our trips 

are.  Packing enough clothes for a trip that long is the hard part.  We may have to hit a laundromat 

somewhere after the first week.  Plus some of the trip will be hot and the mountains will be cold so 

packing for both situations is challenging.  The heated jacket helps since it packs small and takes the 

place of a heavy coat.   

 The Combat Vets Ride on July 8
th

 and 9
th

 was awesome.  The pre-ride on Friday had about 100 

bikes on it and the Saturday ride had over 300.  I did not hear the total count.  Plus the entry fee covered 

food both nights, entertainment and fireworks. 

 Randy’s Ice Cream Ride on Sunday the 10
th

 had to be cancelled because of the weather.   I was 

so looking forward to that.  Look for an upcoming announcement from Randy on a makeup date in 

August.  I’m leaving before the Anamosa/ Motorcycle Museum Ride on the 24
th

 so I will miss that.  

Hopefully someone takes some pictures and writes a nice article about it for this newsletter.   

 So far the only thing scheduled for August is the Chapter Picnic Ride on August 14
th

.  We will 

meet in Decorah at Kwik Star at 10Am and ride at 10:30.  The Quarry Lodge in Clermont will be our 

destination again this year.  We can have our monthly meeting at that time as well since we always have 

a good turnout.  We likely will take a group picture again so put on a clean pair of jeans and bring a 

smile.   

 Vic Kane sent in a ride story about a trip he and Jim Loeb took a couple of weeks ago.  I hope 

you enjoy reading it as much as I did. 

 The Patriot Flag arrives in Waukon on Friday, Sept. 2
nd

 from Zylstra HD in Ames.  I have a flag 

bearer that has stepped up from the LaCrosse Chapter.  He has ridden with us every year to take it home.  

It is only fitting that he be allowed to carry it once.  Our leg is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 

September 3
rd

, but depending on when they need it in Madison we may leave Friday afternoon and stay 

overnight again this year. 

 If you haven’t joined us on a ride yet, please put it on your to-do list for this year.  We always 

have a great time and our rides always end with a meal.  My “Director’s Deal” will run all season long.  

Anyone joining us for their first Chapter ride will get a free meal, compliments of the Director.  If you 

know anyone who is thinking about joining the chapter, maybe this will be enough to get them to 

commit.  

 No more news so have an awesome day and remember: Sometimes you never know the value of 

a moment until it becomes a memory.  Time has a way of showing what really matters. 

 

Happy Riding, 

Steve Trumblee, Chapter Director 

smtrumblee@neitel.net  563-536-2848



National Motorcycle Museum Ride 

 

The ride to Anamosa left West Union with 7 bikes and 10 people under a 
cloudy sky. Myrna and Z peeled off at the first stop in Manchester.  From 
Manchester we headed to Prairieburg and on through the rolling hills to 
Stone City.  From there, it was just a quick jaunt to Anamosa.  We were 
met at Scooters for lunch by 3 more bikers from the Hinton clan.  After some great food, 3 of us went 
to the museum to view the collection.  If you haven’t been there, you need to set aside a day to view 
this amazing collection of motorcycles and memorabilia.  Everywhere you look there are bikes, parts, 
posters, and related objects. Even though Randy didn’t ride back with us, we did find a few raindrops 
and ice cream. 

 
  

Ready to eat at Scooters! 
“Evil” poses for 
a quick picture. 

Great look back at a wooden racetrack. 

1909 Harley-Davidson Police bike 

Ragbrai, here we come! 

A ride for Randy. 

Wouldn’t want to get behind this 
Roadog! 

All that was missing was Jack 
Nicholson’s football helmet. 

Gives a new meaning 
to “wrenching”. 



Storm Run 2016 
   submitted by Vic Kane 

 

Jim Loeb and I decided to take a trip July 7 through the 12.  Jim wanted to go north and I had just read about 
Highway 2.  This is a road that runs up north from one side of the US to the other.  The end destination would be 
a trip over Bear Tooth Pass from the Red Lodge side this time.  I have been over Bear Tooth a couple times from 
the Yellowstone side.  With that the basis of the ride was set. 
 

We set up or departure time for early on a forecasted sunny Thursday morning.  I told him that all the storms 
seemed to be up North this year. We decided to try to go around any storms as our ride was not set in stone.  
These are always the best rides to go on. No set plans!  By Wednesday a storm was moving in during the night 
late into Thursday morning.  We decided last minute to leave Wednesday night to get above the storm.  This 
should have been taken as an omen! Little did we know the Storm Run 2016 was on!  
 

Wednesday July 6 – Left 4pm headed to Minnesota to get above a storm coming into our area. We followed the 
quickest route on my GPS. To Jim’s dismay this allowed us to tour downtown Minneapolis. We stopped at 9pm 
in Rogers Minnesota 240 miles into our trip.   
 

Thursday July 7 – Awoke to a wet bike, as there had been a storm overnight.  My seat, no longer water proof, 
gave me the first of several refreshing morning rides.  We headed NE to Hwy #2.  As we gassed up radar shows a 
storm heading straight at us.  So we decide to divert straight south to highway 12 under the impending storm.  
This highway also turned out to be nice.  Upon refueling radar again shows a large storm has popped up.  It is 
goes far south but looks like we might be ok if we go back to Hwy #2.  Thus we go back straight north just getting 
over the top of the storm. On Hwy #2 again and still dry!  
 

We ride to Grand Forks North Dakota stopping at the HD shop.  We 
see a wall cloud bearing down on us.  It is only 3pm but we 
hurriedly find a room before this storm hits. It has been a 380 mile 
day mostly traveled north and south. We quickly unload and walk 
half a block to get some eats.  Suddenly the phones alert, the TVs 
alert and sirens start going off. There are funnel clouds and 
tornados on the ground around Grand Forks.  This goes on for 45 
minutes.  Things finally settle down and we head back to the room 
we have had enough excitement for one day. 

 

Friday July 8 -   We awake early, refreshed and find a beautiful cool day. Packed up and rode to have breakfast 
and gas up.  Jim started his bike and it coughed back.  After that the starter would kick but not engage.  We are 
stranded!  What bad luck!  But as they say when given lemons make lemonade! We are in a town with a HD 
shop.  We had an Air Force serviceman stop.  He goes 20 minutes out and back to get his trailer.  He then hauls 
the bike to the HD shop.  Refusing anything for his time saying it was from one biker to another! Makes me even 
more proud of our service people!  The shop was opening when we arrived, got us right in, and had the parts 
needed for repairs.  The starter shaft, an aftermarket part, had completely broken in two. They had us ready to 
go by noon.  I can not say enough about the HD shops helping out traveling riders!   
 

So we enjoy what is left of the day not dodging any storms.  Saw lots of oil wells along the way.  We fear we may 
not find a room. We do stop at 6:30 pm in Williston North Dakota to check. Talk to the manger who said you can 
have your choice in town.  The oil market crashed and the town is suffering through.  Bankruptcy is everywhere. 
There are whole subdivisions built and never lived in. We end this day having ridden 341 miles of Hwy #2.   
 



Saturday July 9 – Another nice day we leave at 7 am.  Hwy #2 has turned out to be a gem.  It has been a lovely 
rural 4 lane road running around 30 miles from the Canadian border. We stopped in Malta at the DQ. Jim of 
course had some ice cream. I found out that Chief Joseph Bear Paw National Battle Field was about 50 miles 
away.  We rode out to the site surprisingly finding an old park ranger there.  He pointed out sites and filled us in 
on the battle. We went back to town, as he recommended touring the museum and seeing a video describing 
the battle.   
 

We then turn south heading to Billings.  We are traveling some long straight back roads.  Worried about gas I see 
several places on the GPS we can get to. However in the middle of nowhere the road forks and they are in the 
wrong direction.  I locate another pump ahead.  Then we come over a hill and there is a large storm bearing 
down on us.  I see rain and what looks like hail in the distance.  We keep pushing running across the face of it 
running low on gas. The pump location turns us away from the storm.  It is 20 plus miles and I hope we make 
before we are stranded in the open.  
 

We arrive late in the day to Winnett, Montana. It is a very small town with a 24 hour credit card pump, a bar, 
motel, café and the County Court House.  I filled up putting in 4.96 gallons and Jim slightly less.  We decide to 
end the day early and get a room before the storm hits. They have a room, with two double beds for $48 cash.  
It was very nice with air conditioning but no TV. They allowed us to 
park under the awnings.  The town looked like it had been shot up.  
They had a storm with 100 mile an hour winds and large hail days 
before.  We walked to the bar to eat. We spent the next few hours 
enjoying ourselves talking with the local ranchers.  I really enjoy 
meeting people along the way!  The storm never hit town.  Later 
we heard that it did hail damage just to the north. Once again we 
lucked out in several ways!  We headed back to our room a 475 
mile day in the books. 
 

Sunday July 10 -   We stopped at the local Café for breakfast looking at the dark clouds in the distance. As the 
rain started we decided for the first time to wear our rain gear.  We headed for Billings, Montana in pouring rain.  
We finally came out of the rain to transition right into another oncoming storm.  Big wind clouds leading the way 
as we busted tail across the front of it. We finally out ran it and arrived in Billings.  We are about an hour from 
Red Lodge and going up over the destination I had wished for since spring - Beartooth Pass.   
 

We look at the radar and YES a large storm building and arriving there the same time we would be! From the 
size it would be several hours before it clears.  Regrettable we give up our prize and turn towards home to beat 
the varying storms before they over take us.  It is decided we will get home a day early to assure if anything else 
arises we will be back in time.  We push into South Dakota and the heat and humidity soar!  Once on the 
interstate we have an 80 mph speed limit with what seems like a 40 mile an hour side wind.  As we approach the 
city of Wall a bee hits my right arm leaving it stinger visible.  I finally remove it as safely as I can going down the 
highway.  30 miles beyond Wall SMACK another bee deposits its stinger in my left arm! I have no throttle lock so 
after several scraping attempts, going down the highway, I get it out.  
 

I can not help but reflect - No Beartooth, I need to try and ignore the pain from my two stings.  I mean two bee 
stings in one ride.  I have not been stung in years!  My tired behind from the miles we are running, the heat so 
bad even the wind going by is hot. Then there is that side wind that has been pushing us, campers and semis all 
over the road. Better keep on my toes and watch traffic!  Wish the wind would stop catching my helmet and 
jacking my neck around! I mean wow this day can not get any worse. Just then I clear the semi I am passing. The 
side wind pops my head back and sucks my prescription glasses off.  I see them in the mirror as they hit the 
highway and disappear under traffic!  I have had them only 4 months, and they cost $600 plus and now gone in 



a second!  Yes this day can get worse! I do not even slow down, just lower the helmet shield to protect my eyes 
and ride on.  We finally stop in Chamberlain South Dakota having logged 629 miles. 
 

Monday July 11 - We awake to yet another storm coming close to us. If we leave early it will miss us.  The bikes 
are quickly loaded the wind is still blowing and hot. Today is the push home.  We have an uneventful 457 mile 
ride home! I wave to Jim as we separate to our homes. The ride is over!  Departing always leaves me melancholy 
after sharing so many adventures together.    

 

A total of 2,517 miles have been logged over this 5 day trip!  I end my ride at Generations in Oelwein. I am blind; 
my left arm is swollen and itching from the sting. I am tired sweaty and sore! I tell Jean about the trip over 
refreshments! I have to laugh at what all occurred. Someone at the bar stated I bet after that ride you are not 
looking to do it again or at least not very soon.  I look back at them and smile that smile! The one only someone 
who has experienced such a trip has.  I say well – actually – I am leaving the second week in August with a 
friend!  We are headed to Tennessee to see the Smoky Mountains! God I love this life!        

  

2016 State Rallies  
 

Wisconsin – Milwaukee – September 1-3  www.wistatehogrally.com    
Illinois – St. Charles - August 18-20  www.ilstatehogrally.com 
Missouri – Osage Beach – August 25-27  www.mostatehogrally.com 
South Dakota – Sturgis Rally - August 8-14   www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com 
Oklahoma – Woodward – September 1-3 http://www.okstatehogrally.com/ 
 

For a current listing go to http://www.fortworthhog.net/HOGRallys.htm 
 
 
 
Chapter Officers 
 
Director………..……..Steve Trumblee             
Ass’t Director………..Quentin Quandahl 
Secretary……………..Sandy Evanson 
Treasurer……………..Randy Ellis 
Head Road Captain…Al Adney 
Activities……….……..Daryl Hinton 
Safety…………….……Dave Eick 
Photographer….…….Robin Eick 
Membership…….……Randy Ellis 
Liaison………….…….Daryl Hinton 
LOH…………………….open 
Editor…………….……Cyndy Hinton 
 
The Northeast Iowa Chapter newsletter is the official not for profit monthly publication of the NEI Waukon Chapter, and is a service for H.O.G. 
Chapter members. Submission of materials by all members is encouraged.  News articles, travel stories, cartoons (in good taste), recipes, for 
sale items, etc. are welcome.  Your submissions should be emailed to the director or the editor by the 20

th
 of each month.  This newsletter is 

published by the Northeast Iowa Chapter of Harley Owners Group, Chapter # 1450.  Harley Davidson Inc., Waukon Harley Davidson and the 
Northeast Iowa HOG Chapter make no claims to the accuracy of the material presented in this newsletter.  Copyright 1996 by the Northeast 
Iowa Chapter of Harley Owners Group.  Material from this newsletter may only be reprinted by other Harley Owners Groups in their 
publications or newsletters without requesting permission.  All others must obtain prior authorization from the Northeast Iowa HOG Chapter. 
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