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CHAPTER NEWS 

On Sunday, July 19th, twelve bikes and 13 riders 
enjoyed a ride through the scenic hill country of 
southeast Minnesota and southwest Wisconsin 
to Hansen’s Hold-Up Bar and Grill near Arcadia, 

Wisconsin. The group left Decorah at 10:30 AM under a bright sunny 
sky, led by our Chapter Director.  The route took us up Hwy 52 and 43 
on some very hilly and curvy roads.  After a short break at the halfway 
point at Rushford, MN, we continued up Hwy 43, crossing the Mississippi River at Winona, MN and 
rode up Hwy 95 from Fountain City toward Arcadia, finding more hills and curves along the way.  
We arrived at the Hold-Up at 12:39 PM.  It has a huge deck with a great view overlooking a valley 
to the west.  Western themes are everywhere in the place, including two beautiful black saddles as 
bar stools.  A burn-out pit is in the parking lot for those so inclined.  After a meal and lots of good 
conversation we headed back south on back roads, including one called Alligator Slide which 
brought us down out of the hills.  The group split up at Winona with some heading west and some 
heading south.  Some of us stopped for ice cream at Caledonia DQ.  It was a very enjoyable day.  
Many thanks to Elwood Jarstad for the suggestion that we try the Hold-Up as a destination.  It is a 
neat place.   

 Road Adventures 

                           And other 

Exciting Good Times                               

       August 2015  



Seven members from the NE Iowa Waukon HOG Chapter attended the Iowa 
State HOG Rally, titled “Ride the Wind, Chase the Sun” in Des Moines, host site 
was Big Barn H-D. 
On Thursday, Robin and Dave Eick took the scenic way to 
Des Moines, though Carroll Iowa! Nine hours to do a 
normal 3 hour trip! Dave had to work on his ABC’s and 
scavenger hunt. Lake Panorama had a lighthouse for 
Robin. We saw Julie and Randy Moore at Big Barn after 

registration and the dealer party/bike night. 

Friday morning, we met with Jan and Randy Ellis at Big Barn to make plans for the rest 
of the rally. 

Julie and Randy participated in the mystery dinner on Friday 
night, but did not see them to get any details. 

This rally was focused on riding but did offer off bike 
events. The rides were guided/group or own your own. 
The poker run once again did not provide award winning 

hands, but we tried! The rally also had “punch rides” where you went to a 
specific location and found the punch to prove you were at the correct location. 
We got acquainted with the speed bumps in Jester Park in our quest for 

punches. We had to stay at one of the stops to allow a 
storm to pass through, able to stay dry! 

The weather did not permit the balloons to launch in 
Indianola but at least we only had wet roads as we traveled for breakfast at Route 
65 H-D. While at Route 65, we met up with Quentin Quandahl and his daughter 
Katie. The six of us then rode to Greenfield to see the “Freedom Rock”. We 
stumbled onto the Menlo Café and the very delicious pies by Denise, which only 
happen on Saturdays! 

While waiting for closing 
ceremonies’ we were able to visit and catch up with 
some old friends and make some new ones too. Pizza 

at Bianchi Boys put an excellent 
finish to great day. Okay a 
couple found their way to the 
casino for a little while and was 
able to come away $25 of the 
casino’s money! 



 

Stateline Thunder: Tour Da Cheese was the name and theme of the rally. Jan and 
Randy Ellis and Robin and Dave Eick took off on a pleasant July day to attend and 
participate in the Wisconsin State HOG Rally based in Janesville, WI. at Boardtracker 
HD (formally Kutters HD). Vendors were set up near the dealership. 

The rally was focused on rides, scenic and poker runs. The rides were guided, but if you 
asked you were able to get the maps to do them on your own, we decided to do the 
rides on our own. The poker run did not produce any great hands for any of us! Randy 
had the high hand of the group but was not enough to get into the money as they say. 

We also rode over to Lake Michigan to visit some lighthouses and a couple dealerships. 

On Saturday, Robin and Dave went into Milwaukee to visit the plants, 
museum, more dealerships, and of course more lighthouses. Five total 
of each for the trip! 

Jan and Randy took in the scenic ride through Kettle Moraine State Forest. 

The rally allowed us to see some pretty countryside, interesting roadside 
attractions, visit some local dairies, and of course ride/see fellow HOG Members. 

 

Since someone decided to put on a “Trike Rally” and since we now have a trike, we decided to check it out.  

The Rally was held July 16, thru 19th.  We packed up and left on Wednesday morning.  The sun was out and 

cool enough for a leather jacket.  After filling up with gas and a bite to eat we were “on the road again”.  (On 

our first trip Willie Nelson was singing that song on the radio and it has been our saying ever since).   Got on 

I-90 at Austin, MN and headed west.  Just after Albert Lea the road got pretty bumpy and then-----road 

construction!  Between one-lane roads and slow speeds we didn’t make very good time.   All the way to 

Sioux Falls the road was patched, rough or under construction.  Once we got into South Dakota the road was 

pretty nice and 80mph speed limits.  They have had rain because it 

wasn’t as dry as it usually is this time of year.  Corn fields turned into 

wheat fields as we went.  I was hoping to see the combines going but 

harvest hadn’t started yet.  (Being born and raised farmers we notice 

these things!)  Clouded up and we got a little rain but, at 70mph, didn’t 

get wet.  Stopped at Chamberlain for the night.  I’ll never get tired of 

seeing that river with the long bridge across it when we top the hill. 

Thursday after a continental breakfast at the motel we took off again.  Cool again today but 

warmed up by afternoon.   By noon we were getting hungry so stopped for gas and lo and 

behold –a Hardees—our favorite place!  When we were getting off the bike a lady driving a 

pickup pulled into the parking space beside us a little too fast and I thought she was going to 

hit me.   They had stopped to eat too.  Later we were going to stop for gas at Wall but that 

was the only place on 90 that was under construction so getting off the highway would have 

been a little tricky so we just kept going.  It turned out to be quite a ways to the next gas 

stop and we got pretty low before a station showed up but didn’t run out.  We made a side 

trip into Sturgis thinking it would not be too busy yet---Wrong!  All the rally venders were 

set up and there were many bikes in town already.  Stopped at the Harley shop and got our 

rally t-shirt, made a few trips around the streets, then on to Deadwood to find our motel which also turned 

out to be tricky.  Turns out the street to the motel is also under construction – why not!!!  The street was 

gravel, full of holes and then they spray it with water to keep the dust down, so what do you have???? MUD!  

Also, only one lane open so had to wait for oncoming traffic to go through and it was busy so a long wait.  



Talked to a guy who said sometimes the wait is 30 minutes.  In that town there are no side streets to go 

around the construction either.    

After unpacking and resting for a while we found out the Trolley stopped right in front of the motel so we 

took that to the Rally grounds where we signed in and got our packets with lots of info and t-shirts  and 

walked around looking at the different bikes that showed up and visited with a few people.  Found out that 

the person putting on the Rally is a casino owner who rides a Can-Am Spyder so more than half of the “3-

wheelers” were Spyders.  But there were several Harley and Honda trikes and even a few Sling-shots and, of 

course, those homemade concoctions that most would never even think of.  Always interesting.  They served 

us a dinner of Barbequed beef and the usual salads and cookies for desert.   While we were in line someone 

called out from a table saying they were from Waukon too but we couldn’t stop and talk at that time and 

never did see who it was.    Later we took the Trolley back to the motel but had to change trolleys on main 

street so there was a little wait between times.  The place is solid casinos so was interesting to see all the 

different kinds of people there, even a couple of Amish ladies.  Guess who was also riding the Trolley – the 

couple in the pickup from the Hardees parking lot!   By the time we got back to the motel we were ready to 

shed the boots and get some sleep. 

Friday’s event was a ride down to the Crazy Horse mountain but we found out that they were leading groups 

of 50.  We decided we didn’t want to ride with that many in a group so just went on our own.   There is such 

pretty scenery on the road down and you can’t see much when you are in a group.  We’ve been there before 

so knew the way.  It is something to see.  We took a bus trip right up to the base for a closer view and the 

driver gave us some history of the undertaking.  Glad we did that.  None of the other riders went there.  Later 

we left and went on down to Custer City.  We have stayed there before and always like that town.  Drove 

around a little and stopped for gas.  It was looking pretty rainy by then so we put on the rain jackets for the 

trip back.  Did get some drizzle but not heavy.  Again, our “deflector” did a good job of keeping us dry.  

Need to get some Rain-X on the windshield, though.  Back at the motel where we had a pizza as there were 

no eating places nearby and didn’t want to drive the rough street looking for one.  They had a food area there 

since there is also a casino connected with the motel.   

Saturday’s ride was a trip to Devil’s Tower.  Again we went on our own as didn’t want to be in that large 

group.  Stopped in Belle Forsche for gas and guess what ---another Hardees-- so had breakfast there.  The 

drive to the Tower was great, beautiful scenery.  We stopped in Hulett for a drink – 

it was getting pretty warm by then.   Neat town too.   Then on to the Tower.   It 

looks different than the pictures when you come to it from the north, seeing a 

different side of it.  After a little time in the souvenir shop we headed south to I-90 

and back to Spearfish where we drove down the “Spearfish canyon drive”.  More 

great scenery.  Some fancy log cabins too.   There was, also, a Corvette rally going 

on in Spearfish so there were Corvettes everywhere we went, although I don’t 

remember seeing them in Sturgis.  It was kind of fun, when they passed us on the 

interstate, looking at all the sayings on the license plates.   The Trolley driver told us 

to “watch out for those Corvette people”.  Didn’t say what she meant by that 

though!!   Back to the motel.  It was a long day of driving so were ready to rest, got 

something to eat and watched TV.   We are not gamblers so saved our money.    

Sunday morning we packed up and left for home.   Made a quick trip through 

Sturgis again to stop at the new Harley-Davidson Plaza (which isn’t done yet).   

Missed it on the first trip.  Temps got to 95 by the time we hit Chamberlain.  Thought we would stop and sit 

under a tree awhile but the mosquitoes were bad so took off again.  The Combines are out now as there were 

many fields being harvested or already done.  Planned on going farther before stopping but since it was so 

hot we stopped at Mitchell for the night.  Right next to the motel was a Dairy Queen!!!!  So Supper was there 

with ice cream, of course.   

Back home on Monday.  No real problems on the trip.  We had mostly good weather, cool, except for 

Sunday,  not humid.  I noticed there wasn’t even any roadkill to count – maybe 1 coon.   



Looking forward to the next one! 

 

     A Word from the Director   
 Well, the riding season is over half gone.  This summer is really flying by for me.  I hope you’re 

getting some miles on.  July has actually been pretty good for riding weather this year.  Hopefully some of 

you got to ride on one of the benefit rides on the 11
th

.  After a rainy morning the day turned sunny and made 

a nice day for a ride.  I rode on the Combat Veterans Ride and had a really good time.  By the time you read 

this I’ll probably be on my way to Sturgis.  I’m hoping the weather is good but I usually hit rain at least once 

either going out or coming back.   

 Our July meeting was rather lightly attended with 6 members present.  We voted to 

hold the August Chapter meeting during the Chapter Picnic Ride on the 16th.  This should 

ensure a good attendance.  We will take a chapter photo again this year on the picnic ride.  

The July 19
th

 Chapter ride to Hansen’s Hold-Up was a really nice ride.  We had good 

weather and scenic roads. The Hold-Up is a really neat place.  My thanks to Elwood for 

suggesting it as a destination.   

 Our August schedule is pretty light unless someone comes up with another ride.  

August 3
rd

 through the 9
th

 is the Sturgis Rally.   The Picnic Ride is the only thing on the 

schedule so far. 

 The Patriot Ride this year is an overnight ride.  We will receive the Patriot Flag at 

Waukon on Thursday, Sept. 3
rd

.  We will leave at 4 PM Friday, Sept 4
th

 and ride 2 hrs to 

Barneveld, WI, where we (includes the LaCrosse Chapter) have a block of 12 rooms 

reserved at the Water Park.  There is a bar and food on site.  $89 includes breakfast.  The 

next morning we will take the Flag on into Madison to Badger Harley Davidson by 

9:30AM.  This will keep us from having to leave Waukon before daylight to get the Flag 

there on time, and hopefully prevent anyone (namely me) from hitting any more deer at that time of the 

morning.  The Patriot Flag will leave Madison at 10:00 AM for Beaver Dam where the final welcoming 

home festivities will be.  We can go on that parade or return home, whichever you prefer.  Anyone interested 

in staying with us must make reservations before August 5
th

 as that is when the block of rooms will be 

dropped.  The block is under “Patriot Flag”. (Ask for Amber when making reservations)  608-924-1600.   If 

you make a reservation please let me know so we can keep track of how many rooms are spoken for. 

 Sept. 13
th

 is the Director’s Ride.  Location and destination have not yet been determined.  We could 

still use some more rides on the ride schedule, so if you’ve been to a place you liked, tell me about it and 

we’ll see about scheduling a ride there.  If you haven’t joined us for a Chapter ride yet, you don’t know what 

you’re missing.  The fellowship is fantastic, plus our rides always end with a meal so your stomach will 

thank you. 

 No more news, so have an awesome day and always remember:  A dog is the only thing on earth that 

loves you more than he loves himself. 

 

Happy Riding, 

 

Steve Trumblee, Chapter Director 
smtrumblee@neitel.net  563-536-2848 

Secretary’s Report / Chapter minutes 
 

July 10th, 2015 -  Minutes taken by the Director in the absence of the Secretary 

 



Call to Order 

Director Steve Trumblee called the meeting to order at 6:50 PM with 6 members present. 

Secretary 

Motion was made to approve the June 2015 minutes as printed in the newsletter. Motion made by Daryl, 

seconded by Darleen Rottinghaus. Motion carried. 

Assistant Director  

Nothing to report 

Treasurer 

Absent – Director Steve Trumblee gave the June balance as $2053.22 with 

$100 of that committed as a donation to the Jim and Linda Memorial 

Membership Officer 

Absent  - Director advised that as of June we had 49 paid members 

Liaison 

August 15
th

 will be a hog roast at Waukon Harley. 

Sept. 5
th

 - New Model Open House at Waukon Harley  

Discussion of next month’s meeting 

Motion by Daryl to have next month’s meeting at the Chapter Picnic 

Seconded by Darleen R.  Motion carried 

LOH 

none 

Head Road Captain 

Absent 

Safety   

Absent 

Activities Officer 

August 16
th

 – Chapter Picnic at the Quarry Lodge in Clermont 

Editor 
Nothing to report 

Director  

Gave info on Hansen’s Hold-Up ride, Patriot Ride 

 

Door prize won by Bob Rottinghaus. 

 

Next meeting – August 16
th

  at Chapter Picnic at the Quarry Lodge.  

 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Quentin, Seconded by Bob R.  Carried 

 

Adjourned at 7:10 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Trumblee, Director and acting Secretary 

   
   

 

2015 Activities 
 

August 



 

3rd – 9th  – Sturgis 
16th – Chapter picnic with meeting and chapter photo to follow. Meet at the Postville Cenex 
Pit Stop Station at 10:00 am, ride at 10:30 am with lunch at the Quarry Lodge in Clermont 
between 12:30 and 1:00 pm. 

 
September 
 

3rd – 5th -  
13th – Director’s Ride 
 
 
 

Surrounding State Rallies  

 

Wisconsin – Milwaukee Rally - August 3-7  www.milwaukeerally.com 
  Tomahawk Open House - September 18-19  www.tomahawkfallride.com 
 
Illinois – Alton - August 12-15  www.ilstatehogrally.com 
 
Missouri – Kansas City Open House - Sept 4-5 
  
South Dakota – Sturgis Rally - August 3-9   www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com 
 
 
 

Chapter Officers  

 
Director………..……..Steve Trumblee             
Ass’t Director………..Quentin Quandahl 
Secretary……………..Sandy Evanson 
Treasurer……………..Randy Ellis 
Head Road Captain…Al Adney 
Activities……….……..Daryl Hinton 
Safety…………….……Dave Eick 
Photographer….…….Robin Eick 
Membership…….……Randy Ellis 
Liaison………….…….Daryl Hinton 
LOH…………………….open 
Editor…………….……Cyndy Hinton 
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