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 Directors Report 
                           

Happy Holidays! 
     I would like to begin with a thank you to Patty and Irv for sponsoring our Chapter. Throughout the years their generosity has not 
gone unnoticed.  Secondly, thanks to all of our members.  Without them…well, you know.  Next, thanks to all the past officers who 
have contributed countless hours of dedicated service that has brought us to where we are today. Finally, thanks to the new officers 
for volunteering their time and effort throughout the coming year. Your support enhances our Chapter in taking the next steps to 
becoming the Chapter that everyone wants to be a part of.  With this mind, what are you looking for in your HOG Chapter?  Is it 
more day rides, diner rides, sight seeing rides, pool parties, and benefits?  I welcome your thoughts and ideas as this is not my 
Chapter, it is OUR Chapter.  
      The Officers have met and constructed next year’s Schedule of Events.  Remember that these dates and events are not written in 
stone and we welcome additional event ideas.  Due to past requests, we developed the Schedule as a communication tool for those 
planned events.  
     On a personal note, I moved to Iowa from Arizona in 1997 with my wife and eight month old daughter.  I purchased my first 
Harley in 1999 (1999 Fat Boy) and joined the NE IOWA Waukon HOG Chapter.  I have owned some other bikes, BMW and a 
Honda 750, etc.  But never have a found a group of people more generous, open and genuinely interested in sharing tales of great 
rides or the make of their bikes.  No matter what walk of life you may be from, the love of a ride on a great day brings a smile and 
warms the heart.  As your Chapter Director I would like to challenge you to help the 2005 HOG Chapter Officers develop our 
chapter and its activities into a place, activity or event that you cannot wait to participate in.  Please send, e-mail, call or come to a 
meeting with your ideas.  We are open to any and all of them. 
     In closing, it’s only five more months until we can ride through the open prairie!  Let’s get excited! And tell us what you want! 
 
 
Hoop 
 

 Secretary’s Report/Chapter Minutes 
               
Meeting called to order by Jeff Mehmen @ 735 PM 
Twenty-two members were present. 
Secretary’s report was given and approved. 
Treasurer’s report was not given.. 
Report given by Thomas Welsh, Activities Director for the Rochester Chapter. 
He invited us to attend the Minnesota State Rally. 
Christmas party to be held January 15th, at Wild Willies in Waukon, 6:30 social hour eat at 7:00. There will be a band that 
evening. Aprox. cost of meal $11.00. It will be hosted by Linda and Gary Hooper. Reservations needed by Jan. 8, 2004. 
 Jim Reiser asked for ideas on possible sites for our Throttle-Itch Party, any ideas welcome. 
 We are still Planning on a experienced riders course for our group, more details to follow. 
.A motion was made by Kay Brewster to have Jeff Mehman be our Chapter Historian, seconded by Ron Brewster approved by all 
and accepted by Jeff.  
   
*Chapter Note: Please remember we support the food pantry so please bring in canned food at meetings. 
  
Door prize won by Thomas Welsh..  
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM by Jeff Mehmen 
Respectfully Submitted,     Rick Zanatta/Secretary  (BMR) 



From the Assistant Director 
               

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS  

   
Hi everyone, I was reading (ya I do know how) the H.O.G. magazine, and got this brainstorm; Lets get to 
know our members. I thought it would be interesting to get your views on the list below. So if your 
interested just write down your views and send to our editor or bring it to a meeting (hope you choose the 
meeting so we can say Hi) 
Here goes: 
  Planning your route   VS.    Winging it 
  Washing your bike    VS.    Not 
  Leaving at pre-dawn   VS.   Later 
  Camping                    VS.   Hotel accommodations 
  Riding Two-up           VS.   Solo 
  Riding in a group       VS.   Alone 
 
Hope to hear from y’all. 
Myrna Zanatta 
 
Here’s My Views, 

Planning your route VS. Winging it: 
I like to at least know our destination; I don’t want to be stranded at nighttime with no place to sleep.  
Winging it can be fun if it is just going to be a day ride. Either way I get to ride! 

Washing your bike    VS.    Not: 
A clean bike is so pretty with the sun reflecting off the chrome, and of course the bikes always seem to run 
better clean!! Not washing: You have more time to ride and if I’m on a trip I can forgo the washing so we 
can ride more. But I do prefer a clean bike. 

Leaving at pre-dawn   VS.   Later: 
I do not like riding in the dark, there are too many critters out and about. As soon as the sun is rising I like 
to take off, I don’t like leaving later in the day as too much riding time lost. 

Camping  VS.  Hotel accommodations: 
No competition here Hotel it is, after a long day of riding I want comforts: bed, hot tub, hot shower. 
Camping is work and if you’re on a bike you can’t take many luxuries. 

Riding Two-up   VS.   Solo: 
I prefer Solo, Two-up is ok also, but for me the thrill of controlling my own ride far out weighs riding 
behind. I just love going down the road on my bike enjoying nature and talking to the man upstairs and 
being in charge of myself. 

Riding in a group   VS.   Alone: 
I guess I enjoy both the same, Group riding I am usually with friends, and when we stop I get to enjoy all 
of their company, the stories, the ribbing, so on. Riding alone is my therapy, I talk to the man upstairs, and 
work out lots of issues that are bugging me. As the saying goes “you won’t see a motorcycle parked at a 
Shrinks Office” 
 

Myrna Zanatta 
 



 Christmas Party 
               
   The Northeast Iowa HOG Chapter's Christmas Party, will be held on Saturday evening, January 15th, 
at Wild Willys/Opera House (14th Allamakee Street) in Waukon, IA.   Festivities will be starting at 6:30 
with cocktails, and a buffet dinner at 7:00.   The cost is $11 per person and that covers the meal, tax and 
gratuity.  The buffet will include roast beef, chicken and all the fixings.   Later in the evening Wild 
Willy's will be providing music by STAND for us and their regular patrons, so wear your dancing shoes 
and prepare to get down and boogie.   This is quite a large place so there will be plenty of room to 
accommodate lots of HOG members.  Those reading this remind and encourage your fellow chapter 
members to attend and let's try and fill the place.  RSVP by Jan. 8th either by calling me at (608) 994-
2328 or emailing to jreis@tds.net. 
 
Jim Reiser, Activities Director. 
 

 Thank You 
               

 
Once again, the generosity of this chapter comes through! A few months ago, I approached the chapter 
re: a donation for the benefit for Bryce McCormick. Yet, you good people had to do more, with having 
our own soup benefit. Our crowd was a steady small pace, but our actual grand total came to $490.00, 
which I gave to the bank handling his funds. It was good to see Bryce that day, as it was his Birthday. 
He was very excited about his birthday gift of the Harley blanket( thanks Jim & Lyle) which his mom 
tells me went immediately to his room and also the candy bouquet (thanks LeAnn) which he shared with 
his friends at his party that afternoon. We had at least 24 crocks of soup and several bars/cookies  etc. 
Bryce is improving every day, and is almost ready to give up the crutches. Thanks again to all who 
helped in any way especially chapter members, Patty & Irv and their staff. 
The smile on Bryce’s face said it all!!!      
 
Jan Ellis 

mailto:jreis@tds.net


 Chapter Dues 
               

 
Chapter dues for 2005 are now due. The cost remains the same as before, $12.00 for single and $18.00 for family. Fill 
out enclosed enrollment and release form, and with remittance turn in at Waukon H-D or Sue Ryan chapter treasurer. 
 
 

 January/February Events 
               
January Events 
 
14th Chapter Meeting 
15th Christmas Party, @ Wild Willys/Opera House (14th Allamakee Street) in Waukon, IA.  
 
February Events 
 
11th Chapter Meeting 
19th Throttle Itch Party @ T.B.A. 
 
 

 2005 Chapter Officers 
               

Director..................Gary “Hoop” Hooper 
Ass’t Director.........Myrna Zanatta 
Secretary................Jim Hyde 
Treasurer................Sue Ryan 
# 1 Road Captain ..Gary Landsgard 
# 2..........................Mark Zweilbohmer 
# 3..........................Norbert Ryan 
# 4..........................Wayne Ryan 
# 5..........................Jean Kane 
# 6..........................Gary Gissel 
# 7..........................Bob Wierck 
# 8..........................Bernie Jaster 
# 9..........................Randy Ellis 

#10.........................Bruce Bearinger 
Activities ...............Jim Reiser 
Safety ...................Jeff Mehmen 
Photographer # 1...Bob Wierck 
LOH # 1.................Marieta Gissel 
LOH.......................LeAnn Jevne 
LOH.......................Shelli Wierck 
Webmaster............Ron Brewster 
Membership...........Eileen Bearinger 
Liaison....................Daryl Hinton 
Editor...................…Ron Brewster 
Roving Reporter.....Vic Kane 

 
RR 2 Box 285 
Spring Valley, MN 55975 
Wx7d@deskmedia.com  
507-346-2325 
 
The Northeast Iowa Chapter newsletter is the official not for profit monthly publication of the Waukon Chapter, and is 
Service for H.O.G. club members. Submission of materials for this publication by any chapter member is encouraged. 
Deadline for submission is the 20th of each month. News articles travel stories, cartoons (in good taste), and recipes, for sale 
Items, etc., are welcome. Your submissions may be mailed to the Editor, at the above address, or to Waukon Harley- 
Davidson. 
This newsletter is published by the Northeast Iowa Chapter of Harley Owners Group, Chapter # 1450. Harley-Davidson 
Inc, Waukon Harley-Davidson, and the Northeast Iowa HOG Chapter make no claims to the accuracy of the material 
presented in this newsletter. Copyright 1996 by the Northeast Iowa Chapter of Harley Owners Group. 
Material from this newsletter may only be reprinted without permission in other Harley Owners Group newsletters or 
publications. All other users must obtain authorization of the Northeast Iowa HOG Chapter. 
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